
       
 

SiF News Letter – 2026-1 
    
September 7, 2026 
 
Dear Members of the “Structures in Fire” Community, 
 
Warm greetings from East Lansing, Michigan! 
 
I hope you all had a relaxing summer/winter break. For those of us who attended 
the SiF conference in Kingston, Canada, it was certainly a memorable event. For 
those who were unable to attend, below are a few details of the event. 
 
The 14th International Conference on Structures in Fire (SiF 2026), held on the 
campus of Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada, brought together a large 
number of delegates, including many first-time participants. The high-quality 
technical program, together with the well-planned social events and favorable 
weather, made the conference an enjoyable and memorable event. In addition to 
the technical sessions and social programs, some delegates greatly benefited from 
the pre-conference workshop held at York University, Toronto, and the post-
conference tour of the National Research Council Canada fire-testing facilities in 
Ottawa. Congratulations to the organizing committee, co-chaired by Prof. Mark 
Green, Queen’s University, and Prof. John Gales, York University, for hosting a 
highly successful conference. 
 
For SiF 2026, we received a total of 254 abstracts, all of which were reviewed by 
at least three experts from a pool of 107 reviewers. Based on the reviews, a total 
of 173 papers were selected, of which 153 full papers were finally submitted for 
presentation, with 153 papers ultimately published in the conference proceedings. 
More than 225 participants attended the main conference. We are very thankful to 
the scientific committee, chaired by Prof. Thomas Gernay, for their hard work in 
reviewing and finalizing the papers for the conference. A subset of the papers 
presented at the SiF 2026 is being considered for possible publication in a special 
issue of the Journal of Structural Fire Engineering, edited by Profs. Gernay, Green, 
and Gales. The conference proceedings from SiF 2026, as well as those from 
previous SiF conferences, are available on the SiF website 
 http://www.structuresinfire.com/. More detailed information on the SiF 2026 
conference, including program and photos, can be found at 
https://sif2026.smithengineering.queensu.ca 
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The Steering and Organizing Committees would like to express their sincere thanks to all the 
delegates and presenters, the local organizing committee, Queen’s University, and York 
University, for their hard work and contributions in making SiF 2026 a highly successful event. 
 
During the conference, the SiF Steering Committee held a working meeting to discuss key 
issues related to moving the SiF movement forward. The items on the agenda included the 
review process and issues relating to SiF 2026 abstracts; discounted registration fees at SiF 
conferences for students and research scholars; the upkeep and management of the SiF 
website; a special journal issue featuring selected SiF 2026 papers; and the bids received for 
hosting the SiF 2028 conference. The outcome of these discussions was subsequently shared 
with the SiF 2026 delegates at the SiF General Body Meeting, held during the closing 
ceremony of the conference. 
  
The Steering Committee received four proposals—two from India, one from Singapore, and 
one from New Zealand—for hosting the next SiF conference in 2028. The bids were submitted 
by the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, India, together with the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Delhi; Nanyang Technological University, Singapore; the Indian Institute of 
Technology Hyderabad, India; and the University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Since the last two conferences were held in Europe and North America, the Steering 
Committee decided, in accordance with the established continental rotation, that the next SiF 
conference would be held in the Asia–Australia region. After carefully reviewing all four strong 
bids, the Steering Committee selected the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, India, 
together with the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, to host the 15th International Conference 
on Structures in Fire. 
 
SiF 2028 will be held in Bangalore, India, from May 30 to June 2, 2028, and will be jointly 
organized by Prof. Ananth Ramaswamy, IISc Bangalore, and Prof. Vanant Matsagar, IIT Delhi. 
Prof. Thomas Gernay will serve as the Chair of the Scientific Committee for SiF 2028. 
The organizers have already started working on what promises to be a great event. Please 
save the date and help us promote the conference through your professional networks. We 
also encourage you to watch the SiF website and monitor your email for further information 
about SiF 2028 in the coming months. 
 
Wishing you all a productive and enjoyable semester. 
 
For the Steering Committee, 
Venkatesh Kodur 



Few Pictures from SiF 2026.  
Additional pictures can be found at: https://sif2026.smithengineering.queensu.ca  
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SiF 2026 – Opening Ceremony SiF 2026 – Conference Banquet  
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